
  

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E 

COLONEL KEVIN J. KEEHN 

Colonel Kevin J. Keehn is the Wing Commander, 
New Jersey Air National Guard, Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ. The federal mission of 
the 108th is to provide rapid global airpower to 
support both Air Mobility Command and Air Force 
Special Operations Command. In addition, the 
Wing deploys expeditionary forces in support of 
worldwide combat, contingency and humanitarian 
efforts. The state mission is to support the 
Governor of New Jersey in disaster or domestic 
emergency response situations. The Wing 
operates 9 KC-135R and 2 C-32B aircraft. The 
KC-135R performs air refueling, airlift and aero-
medical evacuation missions supporting US and 
coalition contingency operations and the U.S. 
Strategic Command’s Nuclear Deterrence mission. 
The C-32B provides dedicated rapid response 
airlift to the Department of Defense in support of 
United States Government crisis response events 
abroad and domestically.   The 108th Wing, with 
more than 1,100 members, is an Air National 
Guard unit and a reserve component of the Air Force’s Air Mobility Command. 

Colonel Keehn was born in Jackson, NJ, and graduated from Jackson Memorial High School in 1975. After 
graduating, he enlisted in the United States Air Force and served in the Strategic Air Command at Kincheloe 
Air Force Base, MI, and Castle Air Force Base, CA, as an in-flight refueling operator.  In 1979 he was 
honorably discharged and joined the New Jersey Air National Guard, 170th Air Refueling Group, as a part 
time in-flight refueling operator while he attended Monmouth University.  In 1984, he graduated from 
Monmouth University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business. 
 
Colonel Keehn was commissioned through the Academy of Military Science in April 1984.  His military 
education includes Air Command and Staff College and Air War College. He received his pilot’s wings at 
Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi in 1984.  After completing Combat Crew Training School at Castle Air 
Force Base, CA, he returned to the 170th Air Refueling Group as a KC-135 pilot.  He has served as the 
108th Operations Group Commander, as both the 150th and 141st Air Refueling Squadron’s Operations 
Director, and as the 108th Air Refueling Wing Chief of Standardization and Evaluation.  Col Keehn has 
served in many operations; including Operations DESERT STORM, NORTHERN WATCH, JOINT FORGE, 
ALLIED FORCE, NOBLE EAGLE, ENDURING FREEDOM, and IRAQI FREEDOM. 
 
 
 

 



EDUCATION 
1975 Air Force Basic Training, Lackland AFB, TX 
1976 Combat Crew Training School, In-flight Refueling Operators Course, Castle AFB, CA 
1984 Bachelor of Science, Marketing, Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ 
1984 Academy of Military Science, Knoxville, TN 
1985 Undergraduate Pilot Training, Columbus AFB, MS 
1985 KC-135 Initial Aircrew Training, Castle AFB, CA 
1987 C-26 Initial Flight Training, Flight Safety International, San Antonio, TX 
1988 Strategic Air Command Advanced Instrument School, Castle AFB, CA 
1989 KC-135 Combat Flight Instructor Course, Castle AFB, CA 
1990 Masters of Business Administration, Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ 
1991 Air Mobility Operations Course, McGuire AFB, NJ 
1991 Air Command and Staff College (Seminar) 
1994 Air War College (Seminar) 
 2001 Initial Flight Training, United Parcel Service, Louisville, KY 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
1. 1975, Air Force Basic Training, Lackland AFB, TX 
2. 1976, In-flight Refueling Operators Course, Castle AFB, CA 
3. 1976 – 1977, In-flight Refueling Operator, 908th Bomb Wing, Kincheloe AFB, MI 
4. 1977 – 1979, In-Flight Refueling Operator, 93rd Bomb Wing, Castle AFB, CA 
5. 1979 – 1984, In-Flight Refueling Operator, 170th Air Refueling Group, McGuire AFB, NJ 
6. 1984, Academy of Military Science, Knoxville, TN 
7. 1984 – 1985, Student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Columbus AFB, MS 
8. 1985 – 1986, KC-135 Pilot, 150th Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, NJ 
9. 1986 – 1987, KC-135E Pilot, 150th Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, NJ 
10. 1987 – 1988, Aircrew Training Officer, 170th Air Refueling Group, McGuire AFB, NJ 
11  1988 – 1989, Operations Plans Officer, 170th Air Refueling Group, McGuire AFB, NJ 
12. 1989 – 1990, EWO Plans Division, McGuire AFB, NJ 
13. 1989 – 1992, C-26B Pilot, McGuire AFB, NJ 
14. 1992 – 1993, Aircraft Commander, KC-135, 150th Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, NJ 
15. 1993 – 1994, KC-135 Pilot, McGuire AFB, NJ 
16. 1994 – 1995, Stan/Eval Pilot, McGuire AFB, NJ 
17. 1995 – 1996, Assistant Squadron Operations Officer, 150th Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, NJ 
18. 1996 – 1997, Operations Director, 150th Air Refueling Squadron, McGuire AFB, NJ 
19. 1997 – 2003, Commander, Stan/Eval, McGuire AFB, NJ 
20. 2003 – 2004, Vice Commander, 108th Operations Group, McGuire AFB, NJ 
21. 2003 – 2011, Commander, 108th Operations Group, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ 
22. 2011 – Present, Commander, 108th Wing, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ 
 
FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating: Command Pilot 
Flight Hours: More than 6,500  
Military Aircraft Flown: T-37, T-38, KC-135A, KC-135E, KC-135R, C135-B, C-26A and C-32B 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Legion of Merit Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal (with1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 
Air Medal 
Aerial Achievement Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters) 
Air Force Achievement Medal 
Meritorious Unit Award 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (with 1 Valor Device and 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters) 
Combat Readiness Medal (with 2 Silver Oak Leaf Clusters and 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters) 
Air Force Good Conduct Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 
Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 



National Defense Service Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star) 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (with 2 Bronze Service Stars) 
Southwest Asia Service Medal (with 2 Bronze Service Stars) 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star) 
Iraqi Campaign Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star) 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal 
Armed Forces Service Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star) 
Humanitarian Service Medal 
Air and Space Campaign Medal 
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon (with gold border and 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 
Air Force Longevity Service Medal (with 1 Silver Oak Leaf Cluster and 2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters) 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with 3 ‘M’ Devices) 
Air Force Training Ribbon (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 
Kuwait Liberation Medal Government of Kuwait 
Louisiana Emergency Service Medal 
New Jersey Meritorious Service Medal 
New Jersey Commendation Medal 
New Jersey Ribbon of Honor (with 4 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters) 
New Jersey Good Conduct Medal 
New Jersey Merit Award (with 29 Arabic Numeral Devices) 
New Jersey Desert Storm Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star) 
New Jersey Desert Storm Medal 
New Jersey Governors Unit Award 
New Jersey Unit Strength Award 
 
DATES OF PROMOTION 
Colonel                      30 Jun 2005 
Lieutenant Colonel    6 Apr 1999 
Major,                        22 Jan 1994 
Captain          11 Apr 1989 
First Lieutenant         23 Nov 1986 
Second Lieutenant    29 Mar 1984 

 
(Current as of Mar 2012)  

 
 

 


